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BIBS 213/313/411 

Hebrew Old Testament Exegesis 

Distance/Campus Course Description 

Lecturer: Rev Dr James Harding 

Brief Introduction to the Paper 

 

In this course, we will study selected passages from the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) in 

their original language. Students are expected to have a basic knowledge of Biblical Hebrew 

from the outset. 

 

The aims of this course are: 

o to understand the language (vocabulary, grammar, syntax) and literary character of 

selected passages from the Hebrew Bible 

o to be able to translate passages from the Hebrew Bible as accurately and 

idiomatically as possible 

o to understand how the Hebrew text of the Hebrew Bible was transmitted in the 

ancient manuscripts and Versions (i.e. textual criticism) 

o to learn how to do responsible exegesis of biblical texts in their original language 

 

Assessment 

This paper has internal assessment and a final exam for students taking BIBS213 and 

BIBS313, but internal assessment only for students taking BIBS411. 

BIBS213 and BIBS313: Four assignments (translation plus 1,500 exegesis or exegetical 

essay) worth a total of 40% and one three-hour examination worth 60% 

BIBS411: Two translation and exegesis assignments worth 30% each and a thematic essay 

or word study worth 40% 
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Teaching schedule 

The campus and distance class will be taught together through 2 x 1 hr classes each 

week. Classes are recorded and made available to students via Blackboard. 

Timetable details are available at https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/ (See the 

hyperlinks under “Timetables”, on the right-hand side) 

Learning Outcomes 

Students who successfully complete the paper at 200-level will be able to: 
o understand and translate the set texts for the year 

o explain the grammar, syntax, and main literary features of these texts 

o use the major grammars and lexica for Biblical Hebrew 

Students who successfully complete the paper at 300-level will also be able to: 

o explain the purpose and principles of textual criticism of the Hebrew Bible 

o interact critically with the scholarly literature on textual criticism, translation, and 

exegesis 

Students who successfully complete the paper at 400-level will also be able to: 

o undertake advanced exegesis of the Hebrew text of the Bible 

o undertake a detailed study of a theological significant Hebrew word, with reference to 

the major scholarly literature on the subject 

For more information 

Please direct any administrative enquiries to the Theology Administrator: 

theology@otago.ac.nz  Phone: 03 479 8639 
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